
  

 

AGENDA 

23rd Clearing the Air in Communities of Color Conference 

THEME: From Vision to Victory: Mobilizing Action for a Tobacco-Free Arkansas 

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 

Virtual 

S 

9:00 am – 9:05 am  

 

 

 

 

 

(“Spoken Word” audio throughout) 

 

WELCOME REMARKS 

Marian S Evans, Project Coordinator 

MINORITY INITIATIVE SUB-RECIPIENT GRANT OFFICE 
  

Introduction of Facilitator: Ruthie Johnson, Project Specialist, Minority Initiative 

Sub-Recipient Grant Office 
 

Facilitator: Kenya Eddings, Executive Director, Arkansas Minority Health 

Commission   
 

Facilitator: Ice breaker   

9:05am – 9:10 am 

 

OPENING REMARKS 

Facilitator Remarks and Reflection  

9:10 am to 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker: Shelia Williamson, DNP, CRNA 

Project Director, Making It Count Development Corporation 
  

“Unity In Action: Advancing Partnerships and Capacities to Combat Menthol 

Disparities” 

 

10:05 am to 10:45 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker: Dr. Samia Amin, Assistant Professor of Public Health, Southern 

Arkansas University (Magnolia)     

 

“Emerging Tobacco Products & Addiction: Preventing and Reducing Tobacco 

Use and Addiction” 
 
 

10:45 am – 11:00 am BREAK  

11:00 am-12:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker(s): Eric Batch, National Vice President, Advocacy Outreach and 

Partnerships; American Heart Association   

                                           

Ryon Everidge, Spokesperson, American Heart Association  

 

“Calling Out the Tobacco Industry’s Targeting of the Black Community and 

Communities of Color” 

 

 



  

 

12:30-12:45 PM Break 

12:45pm – 1:30pm 

 

Facilitator: Katherine Donald, Executive Director, Coalition for a Tobacco Free 

Arkansas 

A Personal Story From A Former Smoker 

 Perry Campbell, Citizen/Community Advocate 
 

 Dwight Pridgeon, Re-Entry Coordinator, City of Little Rock 

1:30 pm to 1:45 pm 

 

 

 

Wrap-Up and Evaluation  

 

 

 

 


